The author describes the phase of homosexual feeling through which most persons pass before puberty, and attributes the high incidence of homosexual practices to the lack of free association of the sexes.
In spite of the fact that persons guilty of such offences were not eligible for admission, examination of the inmates of the juvenile jail in 1939 revealed that 22 per cent had played a passive role in such practices. The number playing an active role was not known.
With the rehabilitation work the proportion of passive agents fell in 1940 to 11.5 per cent and in 1941 to 7 per cent. The chief changes instituted were the full occupation of the inmates from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. and the removal of control exercised by boys over other boys, all authority being vested in the staff.
The author emphasizes the rarity of any serious results of masturbation, and also the fact that these results are produced by shame and fear rather than by the act itself.
